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(3) Notwithstanding the scope of section 631,
subdivision (c), a trial court may exercise discretion and
fashion a remedy which grants reasonable visitation to a
*161 noncustodial parent in the absence of a showing of
detriment to the child. (In re Marriage of Neal, supra, 95
Cal.App.3d at p. 823.) (4) The detriment to a child from
visitation between a noncustodial parent and his or her
child may not be equated with a detriment to a child
from the denial of visitation. (In re Marriage of Neal,
supra, 95 Cal.App.3d at p. 824.) The visitation between a
noncustodial parent and his or her child should not be
permitted unless the court concludes that it is in the
best interests of the child. In exercising its discretion to
enter an order of visitation, the trial court considers
such factors as the child's special needs, the effect of



exposure to the noncustodial parent's side of the family,
and the adverse consequences of visitation on the child's
social life. (Id. at pp. 824-825.) C. Review of Trial Court
Rulings (5) Our review of the parties' appellate briefs
and the appellate record leads us to the following
conclusions concerning the trial court's rulings at the
December 18 hearing: (1) In ordering visitation in the
custody proceedings, the court properly deferred to the
judgment of parents on such matters.
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