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Invention This invention relates to a method and an apparatus for forming a thin-walled vessel, such
as of metal or of another material. More particularly, the present invention relates to a method and
an apparatus for forming, on a thin-walled mandrel, a thin-walled vessel having a thinner wall than

that of the mandrel and extending outwardly from the mandrel by piercing a metal tube attached to
the mandrel and expanding the metal tube against a die from which the mandrel extends to form
the tube. 2. Prior Art Statement There is known in the art a method of forming a thin-walled vessel

by piercing a thin-walled mandrel and expanding a metal tube attached to the mandrel against a die
from which the mandrel extends. This known method is disclosed in Japanese Patent Public

Disclosure No. 59-133,181 and therefore will not be described in detail here. In the aforementioned
known method, the metal tube attached to the mandrel is expanded against the die from which the
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