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kids access and use media, and the role of literacy and technology in their innovative
work.1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to an unloading apparatus for

discharging a load from an opening in a container when the container is elevated to a
predetermined position. 2. Description of the Related Art In the manufacture of

semiconductor devices, etc., the wafer is housed in a container and a liquid, e.g., a
photoresist solution, is dropped on the wafer, after which the wafer is taken out of the

container and moved through successive steps of etching, washing, inspection and the like.
The containers are usually carried one by one by a transferring apparatus. In a conventional
transporting system for such containers, when the containers are taken out of the container
stacker, the remaining containers are moved to a discharge apparatus in order to allow the

proper number of containers to be moved from the container stacker to the discharge
apparatus. FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a conventional system for unloading containers

from a container stacker. Referring to FIG. 6, a picking apparatus 2 is provided with a
transport member 2a on which the containers are carried, a terminal block 2b and a

discharging apparatus 4. Each container 1 carried by the transport member 2a is carried to
the terminal block 2b, where the number of containers corresponding to a predetermined

count is stored in a container memory 2c. After
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